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ABSTRACT 

Fimbristylis merrillii J. Kern is reported for the first time from eastern and central India based on the herbarium specimens 
from West Bengal and Madhya Pradesh respectively. Also extended distribution in Telangana state is reported. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Malesian species Fimbristylis merrillii J. Kern was 
reported for the first time from India, from the states 
of Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa and Karnataka (Mistry & 
Almeida, 1987). F. ligulata, a heterotypic synonym of the 
former, described by Govindarajalu (1972) is also from 
Maharashtra. However, a recent study on the specimens 
of Fimbristylis from different parts of the country revealed 
that F. merrillii is actually found in other regions as well. In 
CAL, there are specimens of this species from West Bengal 
and in MH from Madhya Pradesh and from Telangana. 


It has been noted that in herbaria, old collections of F. 
merrillii are often wrongly identified as F. dichotoma. 

A brief description of the species along with 
nomenclature citations and distribution data are pro¬ 
vided here accompanied by scanned image of a Bengal 
specimen. 

TAXONOMY 

Fimbristylis merrillii J. Kern, Blumea 8: 135, fig. 6. 
1955; M.K. Mistry & S. M. Almeida, J. Econ. Taxon. Bot. 
9: 403, figs. A-G. 1987; Karthik. & al„ FI. Ind. Enum. 
Monocot. (Addenda & Corrigenda) I. 1989; V. P. Prasad 
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Plate -1. Fimbristylis merrillii J. Kern: a. Scanned image of a specimen (V.P. Prasad 41975) from W. Bengal; b. spikelet; 
c. glume; d. stamen, e. style; f. achene. 
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& N. P. Singh, Sedges of Karnataka (J. Econ. Taxon. Bot. 
Addit. Ser. 21) 189, fig. 30. 2002; Wad. Khan, Cypera- 
ceae W. Ghats, W. Coast & Maharashtra 210. 2015. Type: 
Philippines, Province of Bulacan, Luzon, M. Ramos 1431 
(Holotype NY00051186 Image!). F. ligulata Govind., 
Proc. Indian Acad. Sci. 76B: 187, t. 3. 1972. Type: India: 
Maharashtra state, Borivili National Park, Bombay, Fer¬ 
nandez 1885. (Holotype BLAT!). F. merrillii var. majal- 
gaonsis Wad. Khan, Bioinfolet 5: 103. 2008. Type: India: 
Maharashtra state, Beed Distr., Siras Devi Road, W. Khan 
4152 (Isotype CAL0000002927!). Plate: 1 

Annual with tufted culms, (3-)8-30 cm high. Leaves 
mostly basal, shorter than culm; ligule a dense fringe of 
short hairs. Inflorescence simple to compound, loose, with 
3- few spikelets. Involucral bracts 1-3, usually shorter than 
inflorescence. Spikelets solitary, terete, ovoid or broadly 
oblong-ovoid, acute at apex, 3-4 x c. 2 mm, densely few to 
several-flowered; rachilla narrowly winged. Glumes spi¬ 
ral, broadly ovate, acute at apex, slightly apiculate, 1.5-1.8 
x c. 1.5 mm. Stamens 1 or 2; filaments up to 1.7 mm long; 
anthers oblong, c. 0.5 mm long. Style 0.8-1 mm long, gla¬ 
brous or with few cilia towards apex; stigmas 2, shorter 
than style. Achene biconvex, obovate, 0.8-1 x 0.6-0.8 
mm, shortly stipitate, minutely umbonulate, trabeculate; 
epidermal cells transversally oblong, in 5-8 vertical rows. 

Flowering and Fruiting: July - November. 

Illustration: J. Kern, op. cit.; M. K. Mistry & S. M. Almeida, 
op. cit.; Govind., op. cit.; V. P. Prasad & N. P. Singh, op. cit. 

Habitat: In and around paddy fields and moist 
grasslands, especially during rainy season. 

Distribution: Thailand, Vietnam, Malesia, Australia. 
INDIA: Goa, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharash¬ 
tra, Telangana (formerly in Andhra Pradesh) and West 
Bengal. 

Specimens examined: Goa: Tivim, Bardez Taluka, North 
Goa, 9.9.2007, R. T. Patil 192596 & 192597 (BSI); Mapusa, 
Parvorim, Bardez Taluka, North Goa, 2.9.2008, R. T. Patil 
3037 (BSI); Mulgaon, Shirodwadi, Bicholim Taluka, North 
Goa, 9.9.2007, R. T. Patil 192615 (BSI); Vitthaladevi- 
Varkhand, Pernem Taluka, North Goa, 19.8.2007, R. T. 
Patil 192589 (BSI); Virnoda village, before government 
college, Pernem Taluka, North Goa, 17.8.2008, R. T. Patil 
3110 (BSI); Valpoi, near forest department rest house, 
Sattari Taluka, North Goa, 22.9.2007, R. T. Patil 192659 
(BSI); Valpoi, in cashew plantation, Sattari Taluka, North 
Goa, 22.9.2007, R. T. Patil 192661 & 192663 (BSI); Cur- 
chorum, Quepem Taluka, South Goa, 10.09.1965, /. Che- 
rian 106068 (BSI); Molem, Bhagwan Mahavir Wildlife 


Sanctuary, Sanguem Taluka, South Goa, 5.9.2008, R. T. 
Patil 3062 (BSI); Darbandora, near Sanjavani sugar fac¬ 
tory, Sanguem Taluka, South Goa, 6.9.2008, R. T. Patil 
3072 (BSI). 

Gujarat: Waghai - Susarda, Dangs Distr., 31.08.1958, S. 
K. Jain 43500 (BSI). 

Karnataka: Bannerghatta, Bangalore Distr., 07.11.1971, 
Hooper & Saldanha 18049 (JCB); Byra, Hassan Distr., 
12.11.1971, Hooper & Gandhi 2438 (JCB). 

Madhya Pradesh: Chirai dongri, Mandla Distr., 
19.08.1962,/. Joseph 14459 (MH). 

Maharashtra: Ratanwadi river bed, Ratangarh, Nagar 
Distr., 01.10.1970, B. M. Wadhwa 127987 (BSI); Daitycha 
Donger, opp. Saptashrungi, Nasik Distr., 09.09.1966, /. 
Cherian 98380 (BSI); Ghataugri hill, near Osmanabad, 
12.09.1964, K. P. Janardhanan 100630 (BSI); Mazagaon - 
Ambavane, Mulshi Taluka, Pune Distr., 07.09.1964, B. V 
Reddi 99096 (BSI); Khandala, 24.09.1895, Woodrow s.n. 
(BSI); Ravine above Bushi lake, Lonavala, Pune Distr., 
28.09.1964, B. V. Reddi 100910 (BSI); Sinhagad, Pune 
Distr., 29.8.1963, M. Y. Ansari 87847 (BSI). 

Telangana: Way to Pegarikutta, Narsapur, Medak 
Distr., 23.09.1958, K. M. Sebastine 6634 (MH). 

West Bengal: Rani Chawk, Haldia, East Mednipur 
Distr., 22.09.2012, V P. Prasad 41975 (CAL). 
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